Watching your Legislature at work

Floor sessions of the Assembly, Senate,
and meetings of legislative committees are
all open to the public. Visitor galleries for
the Assembly and Senate are located on
the third floor of the Capitol.

Assembly
The California Assembly has 80 Members, each serving
two year terms. The Assembly is presided over by the Speaker
or a designated Member. Voting is conducted by electronic
push buttons on each Legislator’s desk, with tally boards
at the front of the chamber.

Senate
The Senate is comprised of 40 Members serving staggered
four-year terms. The President pro Tempore is the chief
officer of the Senate. Voting is conducted by voice roll call.

Committees
To give adequate consideration to the more than 6,000 bills
introduced each two-year session, the Legislature does most
of its work in committees. Each committee has responsibility
for a specific area of policy (education, health, etc.).

A typical committee hearing will involve the presentation
of a bill by its author and testimony by interested groups
and citizens.

Joint Committees

A Joint Committee has members from both houses.

For example, the Joint Legislative Audit Committee is
bi-partisan, with fourteen members, seven from each house.
This Committee has the authority to direct the state auditor
to conduct audits of any publicly created entity in the state.
The committee is the legislature’s “watch dog” for protecting
taxpayer dollars from inefficiency in government.

Finding out what is
happening when you
are at the Capitol

Assembly and Senate Daily Files
The Daily File provides a listing of agendas for floor sessions
and all committees. Files are available in the Legislative
Bill Room in the basement of the Capitol. Floor session times
are listed on the front cover, and the bills on the agenda
are listed under “third reading file.” Committee agendas

list the bill number, author and subject matter.




Questions
and Answers

How can I get more information on a bill?
Your Assemblymember, Senator or the office of the bill’s
author should be able to provide you with an analysis
or fact sheet that summarizes the proposed new law.
The Legislative Bill Room also provides printed copies of
all legislation introduced during the current legislative
session. Legislation from previous years is also available
but must be ordered in advance. The Bill Room is
located in the basement of the Capitol in Room B-32.
The phone number is (916) 445-2323.

Can | visit my Assemblymember?
YES. Each Member has an office in the Capitol. It is best
to call in advance for an appointment. Your Legislator
also has staff assistants who can help you, if the Member
is not available.

How do legislative assistants help?
Staff members perform many important tasks.
Some work directly for individual Legislators; drafting
bills and assisting constituents. Others work specifically
for committees, providing analyses of pending legislation.

Can | testify before a committee?
YES. Any person has the right to testify before a
committee of the Legislature. Contact the bill’s author or
your own Legislator to find out how to make your voice
most effectively heard.

Where are legislators when they are not in the
Capitol?
When not at the Capitol, Legislators are often in the
district meeting with constituents. During recesses,
policy committees often hold hearings throughout the
State to gather testimony from those unable to come to
Sacramento during regular session.

Compliments of

Juan Arambula

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, 31ST DISTRICT

CAPITOL OFFICE:

State Capitol,

P. O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0031
(916) 319-2031

Fax: (916) 319-2131

DISTRICT OFFICE:
2550 Mariposa Mall,
Room 5031

Fresno, California 93721
(559) 445-5532

Fax: (559) 445-6006

E-MAIL:

assemblymember.arambula@assembly.ca.gov

31ST ASSEMBLY DISTRICT WEB SITE:
www.assembly.ca.gov/arambula

ASSEMBLY WEB SITE:
www.assembly.ca.gov

& Printed on Recycled Paper. Revised 2/04

Thli California State Legislature

ng,l

iS
a a> l

iCInation

..

A eaéy
rafarence
10 Siafo

L[] 1.||'F rm?:eﬁ f




